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to the position of an event in the past chain of events
would seein to involve the least degree of violation
of the confidence which we are wont to repose in
memory. After this, we may proceed to the discussion
of the second class, which I may call distortions of the
mnemonic picture. And, finally, we may deal with
the most signal and palpable variety of error of memory,
namely, the illusions which I have called mnemonic
spectra.

Illusions of Perspective: A. Definite Localization.

In order to understand these errors of mnemonic
perspective, we shall have to inquire more closely than
we have yet done into the circumstances which cus-
tomarily determine our idea of the degree of propin-
quity or of remoteness of a past event. And first of
all, we will take the case of a complete act of recollec-
tion when the mind is able to travel back along an
uninterrupted series of experiences to a definitely
apprehended point Here there would seem, at first
sight, to be no room for error, since this movement
of retrospective imagination may be said to involve
a direct measurement of the distance, just as a sweep
of the eye over the 'ground between a spectator and an
object 'affords a direct measurement of the intervening
space.

Modern science, however, tells us that this mode of
measurement is by no means the simple and accurate
process which it at first seems to be. In point of fact,
there is something like a constant error in all such
retrospective measurement. Vierordt has proved ex-
perimentally, by making a person try to reproduce the